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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1 . (Currently Amended) A television set-top box,, comprising: 

a t u n er f or r e ceiving s ig nals repr esentin g te l e vi si o n programmingi a nd d e l i ver in g the 

signals representing te l evisi on ' p r o g r a m mi n g to a display i n t e rf ace; 
a c e ntral processor ? 

a bar cod e r e ader, operativcly coupl e d to th e central pro c essor, to r e ad bar codes, 

wh e r e in the bar co d es r e present product identify i ng information; 

progr a m m e ans, running on th e central processor, for receiv i ng barcod e information 

from the ba r c ode r e ad o tr - 

a communication device, operativ e ly coup le d to th e- c e ntra l processor, suitable - fo r 

s e nding and r e ceiving dat a- ov e r a communicat i on m e d i um; 

wh e rein th e program means communieateswith the communication d e vic e to s e nd 

info r mation obtain e d from th e bar cod e- r e ad e r to a serv e r r e siding at at ete v i sion s e rvice 
provid e r headend in order to regist e r th e product with a p l ura li ty of vendo r s -s ubscribingto 
a product r e gistration s e rvic e provid e d by the t e l e vision serv i c e provid e r; a nd 

whe r e in th e t e l e v isi on s e rvice provic te rs e rv e r associat es ^h e product with a p l urality 

of v e ndors, r e ceiv es- d ata- from th e v e ndor s^ts soc i at e d w i th the product and sends th e data 
assoc i at e d wi t h th e- product to th e communication d e vice : 
a display interface; 

a tuner for receiving signals representing television programming from a 
television service provider and for delivering the signals representing television 
programming to the display interface: 

a central processor: 

a bar code reader, operativelv coupled to the central processor, to read a 
producUdentifier in the form of a bar code, wherein the product identifier identifies a 
product: 

wherein the television set top box has an identity: 

a communication device, operativelv coupled to the central processor, for 
sending the product identifier and the television set top box identity to a server residing 
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at a television service provider headend, and further for rec eiving data from the server 
residing at the television service provider headend; 

pmoram means, running on the central processor, fo r receiving the product 
identifier from the bar code reader and sending the produ ct identifier and the television 
set top box identity to the server residing at the television s ervice provider headend via 
the communication device to thereby associate the produc t identifier with the television 
set top box id entity; 

wherein a plurality of vendors subscribe to a product registration se rvice provided 
by the television service provider in which each of the plurality of ven dors specify at 
least one of a plurality of categories of products: 

wherein, the television service provider matches the product identifi er with at 
least a first category of the plurality of categories of products; 

wherein the television service provider sends data repres enting the product 
identifier and the television set top box identity to at least one of the plurality of vendors 
specifying the category of products: 

wherein the television service provider server receives data from each of the 
vendors specifying the category of products, wherein the data are associated with the 
category of products; and 

wherein the television service provider sends the data associated with the 
category of products received from the at least one of the vendors to the television set 
top box via the communication device. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wh e re i n th e t e l e vis i on 
service provid e r provid e s an alias addr es s to th e v e ndors, w herein the television set top 
box identity comprises an_ alias address that is associated with the set-top box. 

3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising 
means for receiving messages addressed to the alias address. 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 3, further comprising 
S/N 09/753,444 -3- 
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means for rejecting messages directed to the alias address. 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the data 
received from the service provider comprises offers for products or services associated 
with the category of products bar code . 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the data 
received from the service provider comprises uses for the produc t associated withthe 
product identifier a product associat e d with th e bar code . 

7. (Previously Presented) A method of obtaining quotes, comprising: 

at a set-top box, submitting a request for quote (RFQ) to a television service 
provider headend, the television service provider headend having a quote server; 

at the service provider headend quote server, correlating the RFQ with a plurality 
Of vendors; 

at the service provider headend quote server, resubmitting the RFQ to the 
plurality of vendors; 

at the service provider headend quote server, receiving a plurality of quotes from 
vendors; and 

at the service provider headend quote server, forwarding the quotes to the set- 
top box for communication to a subscriber. 

8. (Original)- The method according to claim 7, further comprising, at the set-top box 
sending a message to the service provider to accept a quote from one of the plurality of 
vendors. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising, at the service 
provider, notifying the one of the plurality of vendors of the acceptance of the quote and 
of the identity of the subscriber. 
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10 (Onginai) The method according to Cairn 7. wherein the submit^ * earned 
10. (Original ;^ntH\, a nroduct or service required, 
out by navigating a hierarchical menu system to .dent,fy a product 

and submitting the RFQ from the menu system. 

11 (Original) The method according to claim 10. wherein the menu system 
comprises selections for obtaining quotes, registering products and obtainmg 

information. 

12 (Original) The method according to claim 7, wherein the subscriber is 
ZSZ to vendors at the time of submission of the RFQ only by an RFQ idenffe, 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 7. further comprising charging a 
subscription fee to the subscriber to permit submission of the RFQ. 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 7. further comprising charging a per 
use fee to the subscriber to permit submission of the RFQ. 

1 5. (Original) The method according to claim 7, further comprising charging a 
subscription fee to the vendors to receive the RFQ. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 7. further comprising charging a per 
use fee to the vendors to receive the RFQ. 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 8. further comprising charging a fee 
to the vendor receiving the acceptance. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising charging a fee 
to the subscriber as a result of receiving the acceptance. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of registering a product, comprising: 
S/N 09/753,444 _5 ~ 
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at a set-top box, submitting product registration data comprising a product 
identifier and a set-too box identity to a television service provider 

at the television service provider, entering the product registration data into a 
database; 

at the television service provider, matching the product registrat i on data to 
product identifier to categories of products submitted bv a plurality of vendor 
r e g istr ations submitt e d by a- p l urality^rf vendors who specify categories of products with 
the television service provider ; 

at the television service provider, sending the product registration data to a 
plurality of match i ng vendors who submitted categories matched bv the television 
service provider to the product identifier : 

at the television service provider, receiving a plurality of submissions directed to 
the television set-top box from the plurality of match i ng vendors who submitted 
categories matched bv the television service provider to the product identifier : and 

forwarding the submissions to the set-top box for communication to a subscriber. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the set-top box 
identity comprises subscriber i s i dentif ie d to th e match i ng v e ndors only - b y an alias. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 19, further comprising 
filtering advertisements out submissions from for vendors from vendors selected by the 
subscriber. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 19, further comprising 
charging a fee to the vendors for specifying categories to the television service provider 
submitting vendor r e g istrations. 

23. (Original) The method according to claim 19, further comprising charging a 
fee to the vendors for forwarding the submissions. 

S/N 09/753,444 -6- 
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24. (Original) The method according to claim 19, further comprising charging a 
fee to the subscriber for submitting product registration data. 

25. (Original) The method according to claim 19, further comprising charging a 
subscription fee to the subscriber to allow submission of product registration data. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 19, wherein the submitting of 
the product registration data is carried out by navigating a hierarchical menu system to 
identify a category type of product to b e r e gistered , and entering product detail. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 26, wherein the product 
detail is entered by scanning a product code with a bar code reader pperatively coupled 
to ass o ciated with the set-top bo y, wherein the product code identifies the product 

28. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the submitting of 
the product registration data is carried out by navigating a hierarchical menu system 
and entering product detail by scanning a product code with a bar code reader 
associ ate d w i th operatively coupled to the set-top box. 

29. (Previously Presented) A method of obtaining information, comprising: 

at a set-top box, submitting a request for information to a television service 
provider headend in the form of a product registration; 

at the television service provider headend, receiving the request for information, 
entering the product information into a database residing on a server at the television 
service provider headend, and transmitting the request for information to a plurality of 
vendors; 

at the television service provider headend, receiving a plurality of vendor 
submissions supplied in response to the request for information and matching the 
request for information with the plurality of vendor submissions; 
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at the television service provider headend, sending product registration data to a 
plurality of matching vendors, wherein the product registration data identifies the set-top 
box initiating the request for information by an alias; 

at the service provider, receiving a plurality submissions from the plurality of 
matching vendors; 

at the television service provider headend, sending the plurality of vendor 
submissions to the set-top box for communication to a subscriber; and 

a t t he set-top box transmitting filter information to the television service provider 
headend, wherein the filter information is used to block subsequent transmissions from 
a specified vendor. 

30. (Original) . The method according to claim 29, further comprising charging a 
fee to the vendors for submitting vendor submissions* 

31 . (Original) The method according to claim 29, further comprising charging a 
fee to the vendors for sending the submissions. 

32. (Original) The method according to claim 29, further comprising charging a 
fee to the subscriber for submitting a request for information. 

33. (Original) The method according to claim 29, further comprising charging a 
subscription fee to the subscriber to allow submission of requests for information. 

34. (Original) The method according to claim 29, wherein the submitting of 
request for information is carried out by navigating a hierarchical menu system to 
identify, information desired. 

35. (Currently Amended) A television set-top box, comprising: 

a tun e r for r e ceiving signa ls rep fe s e nting televis i on programm i ng and de li vering 
the- signals r e pr e s e nting te l ev i s i on programming to a display interface ? 
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a central proces sor; 



a product iden ti fication ro a d*), op c rati v c l y coupled to the cc ntra hpreeessofr 

r e ad a product i dentifier ;- 

pt uy ram mea i u,, mnning on U» e ^ enba l piuoea aor, for re cei vlny in f ormat i on 

th e produc t identification reador 

a commun i ca t i o n d e vice, ope i ativcly couple d to the ccrrtu l p ro cc&sor, quit a 



for sending and receiving data over a com munication medium; 

_ wh e rein th e prog r am m e ans communicatee wit h the communication device to 

s e nd information obtained from the product identification r e ader to a aorvor re sid ing aH * 
te levi sion service prov i d e r h e adend in ord e r to register the product with a plurality of 
vendors subscrib i ng to a product registrat iui i serv i ce provided by the tal o tf l &ton serv i ce 
p rovid e r ; a nd 

wh e rein the t e levision se rvice provider serv e r associat e s the product with a 

plura l ity of vendors, revives data from the v e ndor s a ssociated with the product and 
send3 t he d a te ra ssociated with th e product U > Hie co m muni c ation dev i ce. 
a display interface; 

a tuner for receiving signals representing televis ion programming from a 
television service provider and for delivering the signal s representing television 
programming to the display interface: 

a central processor 

a product identifier reader, operativelv coupled to the central proce ssor, to reada 
product identifier wherein the product identifier ide ntifies a product: 

wherein the television set top box has an identity; 

a communication device, operatively coupled to the central pr ocessor, for 
sending the product identifier and the television set too box identity to a se rver residing 
at a television service provider headend, and further for receiving data from the server 
residing at the television service provider headend: 

program means, running on the central processor, for re ceiving the product 
identifier from the bar code reader and sending the product identifier and the television 
set top box identity to the server residing at the television service provider headend via 
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th* rnmmunicatio P tn thereby associate the prod.irt identifier with the television 

set top box identity: 

whorrfn a p jMialitv of ventre subscribe t o a pro duct reg istration service provided 
hv the television service provid e r in which each of the plurality of vendors specify, a t 
Ifiast one of a plurality of categories of products; 

„nwpin the television sen/ire provide r matches the product identifier withat 
toast a first rateoorv of th e plurality of categories of products; 

wherein the television service oro v iHer sends data representing the product 
iripntifier and th* television set to p hnv identity to at least one of the plurality of vendors 
specifying th« category of products: 

wherein the television sen/i re provider server receives data from each of Jfaa 
^nrtnra specify in g the categor y <« pr^urts. wherein the data are associated with the 

category of products: and 

wherein the television service provider sen d s the data associated with the 
rateoorv of pmriiiote received f^m the at lea st one of the vendors to the television set 
top box via the communication device, 

36. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein the tetevfekm 
s emi o e pi u dder provides an alias addrcac f to the vendors, wherein t he al ias a ddr es s io 
n- o mtrrl w ill 1 1 r r n t +T h ™ Hgta ^ presenting the television set top box identity sen t 
to the at least one of the plurality of vendors comprises an alias address. 

37. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 36, further 
comprising means for receiving messages addressed to the alias address. 

38. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 37, further 
comprising means for rejecting messages directed to the alias address. 

39. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein the 
data received from the service provider comprises offers for products or services 
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associated with the product identifier. 

40 (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 35, herein tne data 
received from the service provider comprises ussaJarJbS "'^ ass ° Clat6d 

with the product identifier, 

41 (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein the product 
idertffieafcn UadUc reader comprises a bar code reader, and wherein the product 
identifier comprises a bar code. 
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